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Editorial
Ingrid Hartl and Walter Pohl

Two riveting studies on pragmatic literacy open our volume 23 of Medieval Worlds. Their 
careful and detailed research traces the encounter of the ruled with the ruler far from impe-
rial palaces and much closer to everyday life on the basis of chancery documents. These doc-
uments record not only the formalised legal encounter for which they were produced but also 
the multilingual environment they were produced in. Making use of this, both authors, Lena 
Sadovski and Marijana Mišević, skilfully draw out vivid evidence of the interplay between 
the languages of Venetian Dalmatia and the Republic of Ragusa respectively – Latin, Italian, 
Slavic, Croatian, Turkish – between the 14th and the 16th centuries. This fulminant open-
ing on Urban Administrative Spaces marks the start of a new series on Multilingualism in 
Premodern Society which will be continued in the following Medieval Worlds volumes.

Moving Jobs: Occupational Identity and Motility in the Middle Ages now resumes its inves-
tigations of the movement of people in connection with their work in its second instalment.1 
Guest editors Annamaria Pazienza and Irene Bavuso present case studies that range from 
one specific individual to a particular professional group and to an entire village community: 
Joe Glynias traces the movements of the renowned 11th-century physician and teacher Ibn 
Buṭlān between the Islamic and Christian worlds and shows how he employed his vast knowl-
edge Greek and Arabic traditions to gain influential positions and high recognition through-
out his career. Irene Bavuso revisits the model of itinerant artisans in the early Middle Ages 
and suggests a more complex model of mobility and sedentism based on archaeological and 
textual evidence. Robert Portass relies primarily on charters from 10th-century Spain to 
show how the examination of movement within a local environment may reflect how the 
majority of the early medieval population experienced mobility.

An additional contribution to our summer volume The Mongols’ Bagdhad. Knowledge 
Transmission through Manuscript Cultures before and after the Conquest2 presents a transcrip-
tion and partial translation of a 13th-century poem on papermaking.

We stay in the 13th-century for a truly sensational find, which concludes our winter vol-
ume. Adrian C. Pirtea offers a preliminary examination of a so far overlooked Christian world 
chronicle in Arabic. In a case study of the recorded events of the year 633-634 CE he gives 
first insights into what might be expected once this exciting source can be fully explored.

1	 For the first collections of articles see Medieval Worlds volume 20 (www.doi.org/10.1553/medievalworlds_ 
no20_2024). 

2	 Medieval Worlds volume 22 (www.doi.org/10.1553/medievalworlds_no22_2025).
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